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Defense Secretary Jim Mattis announced Wednesday that U.S. Pacific Command would now be called (https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-
military/2018/05/21/indo-pacom-dod-may-rename-us-pacific-command/)U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, in the latest move to counter Chinese
(https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2017/02/12/the-navy-is-planning-fresh-challenges-to-china-s-claims-in-the-south-china-sea)economic and
military pressure in the region.

Mattis said he directed the name change in recognition that “all nations large and small are essential to the region, in order to sustain stability in ocean areas
critical to global peace.”
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(https:// wwMitarytimes .com/news/your-military/2018/05/23/china-was-just-uninvited-from-rimpac-heres-why/)
China was just uninvited from a massive naval exercise. Here’s why. (https:/www.militarytimes.com/news/your-
military/2018/05/23/china-was-just-uninvited-from-rimpac-heres-whyy/)
The withdrawn invite follows a directive by the Pentagon to remove Chinese cellphones, other devices from exchanges over espionage fears.

By: Tara Copp

Mattis made the remarks at the change of command ceremony in Pearl Harbor for incoming INDOPACOM commander Adm. Phil Davidson.

“In recognition of the increasing connectivity of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, today we rename the U.S. Pacific Command to U.S.-Indo Pacific Command,”
Mattis said.
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While Mattis stressed that the change was not meant to be combative, it did signal America’s commitment to ensure that every country “no matter its size ....
[is] not bound by any nation’s predatory economics or threat of coercion.”
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(https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2018/05/29/the-us-navy-just-sailed-through-chinese-claimed-waters-again/)
The US Navy just sailed through Chinese-claimed waters again (https:/www.navytimes.com/news/your-
navy/2018/05/29/the-us-navy-just-sailed-through-chinese-claimed-waters-again/)

A routine freedom of navigation operation is the latest in a series of events escalating tensions between the countries.

By: Victoria Leoni

However, outgoing commander of the former U.S. Pacific Command, Navy Adm. Harry Harris, was more direct in his assessment of China’s impact on the
region.
“Great power competition is back,” Harris said. “I believe we are reaching an inflection point in history.... A geo-political competition between free and

oppressive visions is taking place in the Indo-Pacific.”

You May Also Like

(https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/05/31/what-happens-to-all-the-us-

pacific-command-logos-now-that-it-has-a-new-name/)
What happens to all the US Pacific Command logos now that it has a new name? (https:/www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/05/31/what-
happens-to-all-the-us-pacific-command-logos-now-that-it-has-a-new-name/)
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